Postinflammatory hyperpigmentation.
The epidermis provides a barrier against environmental toxins. The epidermal inflammatory response (dermatitis) causes the release of many peptides, chemical agents that alter the activity of both immune cells and pigment cells. Postinflammatory pigmentation may be an indicator that the melanocytes are part of the epidermal inflammatory system. Programs for treatment of postinflammatory pigmentation have been outlined.